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Southern Stars – Executive Producer 2026
	EOI
	Position

	Title
	Executive Producer – Southern Stars 2026

	Description
	Expressions of interest are invited for the voluntary position of Executive Producer for Southern Stars 2026. 



Southern Stars is an annual arena spectacular held in the WIN Entertainment Centre, Wollongong with audiences of 12,000 each year. Open to all NSW public school students, it is a powerful, inspiring and energetic show featuring vocalists, dancers, circus performances, drama students and a mass choir to a live orchestra.

Since 2001, more than 50,000 public school students have been given the unforgettable opportunity to experience performing in the event. Southern Stars has cemented itself as a highlight in many schools’ annual calendar.

Staff involved give freely of their time in a voluntary capacity. Staff relief is paid for days when the successful candidate is required to attend rehearsals and show week. The majority of the rehearsals take place on the weekend and school holidays.  Show week would require four days commitment and school holidays and weekend rehearsals approximately 20 days. 

The event takes place in Wollongong although members of the current team reside all of NSW. Meetings currently take place online, with rehearsals based in Wollongong. 

Southern Stars 2026 will commence the creative process shortly. The successful candidate would be required to commit until August 2026. The Executive Producer may have the option to extend their position for a total of 3 years. 

Role Description
Leadership and Governance
· Provide overall leadership and strategic direction for the production, from initial planning through to delivery and evaluation.
· Report to the appropriate Director Educational Learning and/or Executive Director – Public Schools NSW, ensuring departmental policies and procedures are adhered to at all stages of the production.
· Safeguard the creative integrity of the show by supporting the production team while balancing educational outcomes, inclusivity, and community expectations.
· Represent the Department of Education, schools, and student performers in public forums, media opportunities, and stakeholder events.
Organisational and Financial Management
· Exercise accountability for all organisational aspects of the production, including finance, resource allocation, and asset management.
· Oversee budget development and ensure transparent, compliant financial management in line with departmental policies.
· Authorise expenditure and monitor financial performance to ensure sustainability of the production.
· Ensure risk management, safety, and child protection responsibilities are embedded in all operational processes.
Collaboration and Team Management
· Work collectively with the Operations Manager to manage sponsorship and partnership arrangements, including liaison with corporate sponsors, community partners, and government agencies.
· Support and guide the Operations Manager, Creative Director, and other senior staff to ensure coordinated planning and delivery of the production.
· Foster strong communication and collaboration across the production team, schools, and external stakeholders to ensure clarity of roles, responsibilities, and timelines.
Promotion and Advocacy
· Lead the promotion and public profile of Southern Stars, engaging with media, sponsors, and community stakeholders to enhance awareness and support.
· Act as a key spokesperson for the production, highlighting its educational value, artistic achievements, and community impact.
· Ensure the production reflects the values of public education and showcases student talent at the highest level.
Essential Criteria

· Current NSW Public School Principal
· Demonstrated commitment to the values of public education.
· Demonstrated understanding of or expertise in large scale productions
· Excellent interpersonal, communication and organisational skills
· Knowledge of and commitment to the Department’s Aboriginal Education policies.
To Apply
[bookmark: _11kv2qi7dan6]Attach a maximum of one additional page addressing the selection criteria and email to Sharon Buikstra, Operations Manager, Southern Stars, at southern.stars@det.nsw.edu.au by 4.00 pm, Friday 31 October 2025
[bookmark: _5r4il3qonocv]One of the referees listed must be the applicant’s current DEL or supervisor for non-school based teaching staff.
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